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I used to be "that child"...

A letter written from the heart by Pam Misnany.

It was around midnight as | walked down SixeMin Detroit. All of my friends had
gone home, nobody took me with them this timeourded on one of them to ask their
parents if | could sleep over. Even the make-gi#tk house that | would sleep in as a
last resort was locked up. At only 14, |did hate money to pay for a place to sleep.
As | walked, | searched my brain for an answelasttere | could go. This time | was a
little scared. | knew that this could be troule ine, as | had been jumped and beaten
up before. | was brave. | knew that I could fegthis out, but it was too late now to
knock on any doorsThink, Pam, think A car pulled up beside me on the road. It was
“Ramsey” from the party store. He had just cloeristore and was heading home.
“You didn't find anywhere to go tonight, did yourR@” He asked in his thick Chaldean
accent. “No” | replied, trying to hide the shanfelt. Ramsey and his family knew my
situation. When | was desperate for food, | wagddo their store. They would let me
stock shelves in exchange for food. I'll nevegiErhow good a can of Chef Boyardee
Ravioli tasted! “Get in the car” Ramsey told mevas nervous and grateful all at the
same time. We pulled up at a Motel a couple oésmdway. | stayed in the car while he
went in and paid for the room. He took me in anovged me how to work all of the
locks on the door, and gave me my rules: “Loclofthese” (deadbolt, chain, handle).
“Do NOT answer the door. Do NOT call anybody. BOT answer the phone, until |
call you in the morning”. Although it was scaryitogin the motel room by myself that
night, it was much better than the alternativee fikxt morning Ramsey picked me up,
as promised, and dropped me off in front of theesto start another day.

That was almost 25 years ago, but | am forgwateful. As | sit in the weekly staff
meeting with Vice Presidents, General Managers)jtianagers, etc. of a large corpo-
ration, | know that | would not be where | am todethout the helping hand of Ramsey
and his family. | had always said | would get ofithere. With a little help from the
“Ramsey’s” in my life, and a lot of hard work, | odeit. Most people would never know
that | was once a homeless kid with parents that addicts. The one thing that | was
sure of as a child, was that | would never endkgthem. That | would make sure my
younger siblings were okay. Helping to raise themrking my way through school,
starting my family with my wonderful husband andigiter, and building our own home
was challenging at times, but also extremely reimgrdWe all chipped in and leaned on
each other, uniting a force strong enough to ovascanything.

When | heard about The Macomb Charitable Fatiod, | knew | had to be part of
this amazing charity. It came at a time in my tHat | was teaching my young daughter
about people who are less fortunate, at a time whemlearning not to be ashamed of
my past. | know first-hand that children in bamiations can grow up to be good, hard-
working, contributing citizens. Sometimes it jtestes a helping hand.
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Sandy Semlow Service Award...

In an effort to honor her memory and thank thosmpfeewhose donation of time and talent furtheraause,
the Foundation would like to honor individuals @ogps who exemplify the spirit of volunteerism tisandy Semlow
exemplified.

We would like to acknowleddg@ennis and Paula Reinhardt Schramnfor their continued dedication to The
Macomb Charitable Foundation. Dennis and Pauledchnd store gently used items which we can aidéess
families. These items are used when we relocatdiés from motels/shelters into low income housirgprting,
washing, repairing, picking up and moving itemsameng the many things they do. They assist imttvee process
when a family is lucky enough to secure afforddfwasing.

Thanks Dennis and Paula. You are appreciated thareyou know!

The Foundation would also like to recognizeda Mavis. Linda volunteers to prepare our Tax Returns ea
year. This takes many hours of preparation anémpapk. We acknowledge your donation of time anghvio thank
you for your support Linda! Charities such as oepehd on people like you!
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THIS ~N~THAT

100 poverty stricken children went shopping with a Macomb
County Sheriff Deputy this past month for school clothes and
necessities. Special thanks to our friends at Central Macomb
Optimist Club who raised the funds necessary for this event.

Their commitment to those less fortunate made a difference for
many of our families. Most of the children attending this event are
either currently homeless, or have experienced being homeless
during the past school year. Starting the school year off with new
clothing will greatly help improve the self esteem of these children.
Heartfelt thanks to the many deputies who donated their time (on
a sunny Saturday) to brighten the lives of these young children!
We also want to acknowledge the Meijer store at 26 and Van Dyke
who welcomed our kids and provided them with at 30% discount!
Passport Pizza came through again this year and gifted each fam-
ily a delicious pizza after their shopping excursion.

Pictured at right is Sheriff Tony Wickersham with an MCF family.

164 extremely GENEROUS Women gathered for our annual Women’s Golf Outing
on Monday, August 22nd. Our theme this year was “Under The Big Top” and you
can see by the pictures that the gals had fun with it! Under the direction of event
chair, Julie Standlick this event has grown in popularity each year. Julie and her
crew do an outstanding job of entertaining our lady golfers, while reminding them
why their support is so important. Our guest speaker was a father and his 15 year
old daughter, who were once homeless and now, thanks to the warm hearts of our
supporters, live in their own apartment. Heartfelt thanks to Julie, her committee,
the golfers, the staff at Cracklewood Golf Club and to all our donors. They make a
difference in the lives of so many homeless children in our community!

“Crack Me Up” “The Flying Ladies” “The Optimists”




Did you know...

The average age of a home
child in Michigan is 7.6 year

[92)

54% of the Michigan Home-
less Population are children|

60% of child trafficking
victims are homeless kids.

Nationally, 50% of all home-
less women and children are
on the street because of
violence in their home.

D

For many Macomb County
homeless children, their mal

meal of the day is the Free or

Reduced priced lunch they
receive at school.

Homeless families are likely,
to be headed by a single
mother in her 20's.

By age 12, 83% of homeles
children will have experienc
at least one violent act.
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.| express how | felt when | arrived to the store.

Heartfelt Thank You Notes...

“My name is Mary. We were invited to the
S¥leijer Shop with the Sheriff event. | cannot

The excitement was everywhere. Every corner

you turned, there was laughing and happiness. |

kept thinking “Thank God for these special

people”. There was warmth throughout that

whole entire store! My grandchildren were

shopping with “Officer Roy”. They ran up to

me with a pair of shoes in their hands. They

wanted to know if it was ok to get them for

school. For me to be able to tell two little balyat they could pick the pair
they wanted, instead of saying “Grandma doesn’elenough money”, was
wonderful! Did you ever hear of the saying “Godrisin mysterious ways”
Well, | have proof of that. He sent me people loel. God bless you all for
helping me give my grandchildren the things thegdie

To: My Family’s Guardian Angels,

I would like to offer this expression of gratitutte making “Shop with the
Sheriff” possible. | am a single mother whose agldand is a dead beat dag
| don’t expect for society to take care of my cheld for me. | am working
hard to do my best, but it sure is nice to getlpihg hand. My wages don’t

allow me to provide adequate shoes and clothesyokids. When | can take

them shopping, it is always used or garage saiesitet sure was nice to let
them pick something new for a change! Being imgdlin this program re-
minded me that there are many good people out.thEmes is a lesson | want

my children to remember. When you can, help oth&fsank you for remind-

ing me of the goodness in people.

Who We Are

The Macomb Charitable

and What We Dol

Foundation is a group ofintders who seek ou

Many children

t| who enter into

and assist homeless and poverty stricken childreur community. We are all
volunteers, no one gets paid. This means that 18f%e profit realized from
any event will be used to make a difference inlifieeof a child. We assist with
things that other agencies cannot. We gladly payutoring, after school activi-
ties, band instruments, field trips, athletic feets. We believe that keeping a
child active and involved in their school means lehe they will be spending or
the street. We are contacted by Teachers, Prisciacial Service Agencies ar
Churches, to assist children in need. We put imtless hours raising money,
making home visits, mentoring, advising, returntadjs..

Homeless children in Macomb County?You bet. Lots of them. We
believe that what we do makes a difference. \Witlr prayers and financial
support, we remind these childrérey have not been forgotten.

S
d

the
Foster Care
System, arrive to
their Foster Care
Home with only
the
clothes on their
back.

1.




SECOND STORY

A USED BOOK SALE
Srone. \\, Benefitting The Macomb Charitable Foundation

A Helping Needy Families in Macomb County
v NOW ACCEPTING DONATIONS
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We need Auction [tems
Can YOU help?

Our largest Fundraiser, Harvest of Hearts will

be held October 22nd. We host a very large

Silent Auction. This year for the first time, we
will also host a Live Auction.

Can you find it in your heart to donate an
item for this event? _ Please. Nothing is too
large or too small. Remember, all profit is
used to assist a child in need.

Wished for items include but are not lim-
ited to : Cash Donations, any household dé-
cor item, any yard tools, services of any
kind, ie: haircuts, manicures, oil changes,
restaurant gift cards, etc. We would love to
feature a piece of jewelry, a weekend stay
somewhere, a large flat screen TV, home-
made baskets of jam, pickles, salsa, etc. Do
you know someone who has connections at
a store, restaurant, business? Would you
consider approaching them on our behalf?
For more ideas/suggestions, visit our web-
site.

Donations can be dropped off at:
Cracklewood Golf Club, 18215 24 Mile
Macomb, MI. 48042
Please use the form below when dropping
off:

Address

City Zip

Phone

@
Email- Please PRINT Clearly

COMMUNITY
WELLNESS DAY

September 24, 2011 10a.m.-2 p.m.
Huron Academy ~11401 Metropolitan Parkway
Sterling Heights, MI.

oy ey Eeg e
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Sponsored by Dr. Pavel Bence - Benefting
The Macomb Chartablg Foundaton

Community Wellness Dayis a national event focusing 9
educating the members of our community on very irtgm
information which is critical to the total wellnessour resi-
dents. There will be an array of information oraltig
safety, environmental and financial wellness.

The local law enforcement & fire departmenti Wwe on
hand to provide safety info important for childréamilies
and seniors. Various community agencies will betigipat-
ing and sharing their programs on car seat safBtycle
safety, internet safety, identity fraud protectidmancial
literacy info, health screenings, drug/ alcohol semass in-
formation, senior services information, environnaér
awareness and much more. There will be informadizail-
able for all ages of our community. Admission te #wvent
is FREE There will also be food, fun & entertainment.

Contact Dr. Bence or Caroline Bence to see how y@an
get involved in this event as an educator or
as an attendee: caroline@bencechiro.com
Visit their website at: www.bencechiro.com
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VolunteersNeeded ~ What Others Are Doing To Help...

We need individuals to
assist with various tasks
Do you have a laptop with
wireless capabilities?
Would you consider
bringing your laptop to I
our Used Book Sale 1l #5% &
storage area (24 & Romeo - I $
Plank area) to research the ..~y , $
titles of some of the book
we think MIGHT have ' (-
some value? We also | . ( $ (-
need someone to then take $ |
those books, listthemon "
ebay, process the sale and
mail them to the buyers.
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Both of these volunteer
positions can be doneat ~ , (& ;
your leisure. ! 3
We are also looking for
help sorting, setting up
and working at the Used
Book Sale. For more
information, contact:
Bill or Dianne Wetzel
586-484-6369 The Macomb Charitable Foundation is a non profit oganization that relies on
the support of donors like YOU. Financial contributions are tax deductible.
Most of our monies are raised via fundraisers likehose outlined in this newslet-
ter. If you would like to make a financial contribution that will be used to bene-

fit the life of a child living at or below poverty level, please use the form below.
There are many ways other than a financial contbution to support our efforts.
Your prayers and donation of time are every bit avaluable!

Please consider

supporting our ~ : NAME:
efforts ADDRESS:
with a donation. : CITY: ZIP: HONE:
i i DONATION: MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: (MCF)
Your Contrlbunon : MACORI CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
WI” dlreCtly tOUCh SEND TO: MCF C/O: 18215 24 Mile Road, Macomb, M 48042

the I|fe Of a Ch||d in : A TAX DEDUCTIBLE RECEIPT WILL BE MAILED TO YOU

need.



